_many reports of Engineers o
“of facts that will enable me ¢
~to accuracy—the imnterrogatory which b

‘eonnexion with (herail ro
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i8 very much increased.

“zard to its pretection walls fyom runrin
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wustruction, in reference fo its wseand fut
" such othe jnformation as may illustrate the di
structing conjointly (hese twe works on the
Potomac;—1 wi'l answ
of my mformation,

Tst If the time occupied, jn making the late survey {rom the
Point of K ocks to Harpers Ferry, according to the order of
“the. Chancellor of Maryland may be taken as a criterion, and
‘upon a knowledge of the fact, tLat the difficult passes gre
more numerous and extensjve (in propoition to the distance)
between Harpers Ferry and Cumberland than the
the termine of the survey seferred to them, the time required
in execu'ing the necessary surveys, locations and draseings
cannol be less than four or. five years which is less than
a >'rict proportion betiween the part already surveyed and that
which ren:ains 1o be. for [ consider that much time iwas unae
-voidably lovt in the first survev by the commissioners, in ot
commencing operations simultaneously au¢ seltling the preli«
minaries and mode of procecure, :
2od  Byltaking the survey heretofore referred to
- ard whesehy to estimate the cost of the sury
“cannot be iiss than $45.000
" 3rd In answering the .intnrrogafory Iw
serving. thul as far up the Pstomar as the Conococheague [
have ninutely-exsmined jts left bank, ahove that river to Cum.-
berlund | have seen the Potomac onlv at two places, but from
3 knowledge of the general charagters of its valley, ‘acquired
fromiwo years sesidence upon it, and from a familiar acquaint-
ance with itg lefi bark for one hundred miles above the Dis-
trictot Columbia, also from information gathered from the
n the subject. T am jn pessession
0 answer with an approgimation
as produ.-ed those pre-~
ources | have satistied
ost of construction wiil be af leass

Ure repairs, and
fficulty of con-
left bank of (e
swer in the. order preseated, to, the extent

s a8 & sfand-
ey &c.. the cost

ill premise by ob-

liminary remarks. * Trom the above s
@y self that the'increased ¢
15,600 dollars -

4th. Serious disadvantages arige jn consfructing the capal in
ad froem the necessity of placing the
canal further inta the river a* the ditheult pasees, rerdering the
fousuations less secure, eXposing it in a greater degree to the
actioa of the niver upon its embankwents; (o'a greater ka-

g ice and drifts; fa-
¢reacing the liability to brauches, both from the canal and riv-
er,and rendering the necessity of repairs mare {reqnent, and
those repairs of greater magnitude. - In addition ta this, the

difficulty and cost of precuring waterials for these repairs,

The communication between the canal and the interior of
the country, in gome places, will be enlirely cut off aed the
. . . | N B . ) |
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